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Glory may well be bequeathed as an inheritance,
but not war. Did those princes who were justly
proud of being descendants of Louis XIV revive
his quarrels ? War is not made for pleasure, but
by necessity; and in these times of transition
when, side by side with so many elements of
prosperity, so many causes of death arise on every
hand, one may truly say : e Woe unto him who
first gives the signal in Europe for a collision the
consequences of which would be incalculable.5 "
This speech evoked the wildest enthusiasm
throughout France, and in the chancelleries of
Europe it was received with a relief qualified by
doubts as to the sincerity of its sentiments. There
was now no question as to the turn of events which
would follow his re-entry into the capital, but
Louis Napoleon managed to curb his impatience
sufficiently to continue his tour through Angou-
leme, Rochefort, Tours, and Amboise, where he
seized the opportunity to appeal to the romantic
side of public opinion by liberating the Emir
Abdul Qadir who had been a prisoner since the
days of Louis Philippe. On the i6th of October
his return to Paris was signalised by salvos of
artillery, the pealing of bells, strains of martial
music, and deafening ovations from the dense
throng all along the route from the Gare
d'Orleans, where he was received by represen-
tatives of all the official bodies of the capital.